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In the last two months seven billions people had to cope with the global spreading of the COVID-19 virus, 
that  at the beginning originated in China, in a seafood market in  the city of WUHAN. Coronaviruses are 
present in animals, such as camels, mice, reptiles,  dogs or cats, but the one of the 2019-2020  pandemic 
was present in bats. The new coronavirus, identified by Chinese scientists, was transmitted to humans by 
bats, eaten regularly in that region of China. 

The name coronavirus comes from the Latin word corona or crown, as the virus  is similar to a solar crown, 
under a microscope. 

“COVID-19” is an acronym : “CO” stands for corona, “VI” stands for virus, “D” stands for disease, "-19" for 
the year it was first identified (2019). The incubation period ranges from 1 to 14 days. Symptoms are 
showed within five or six days, even if infected patients may  also  be asymptomatic. 

Human beings infected by the virus have fever, dry cough, runny nose, pain , diarrhoea, sore throat, 
shortness of breath and breathing difficulties. People suffering of heart or diabetes risk much more to 
develop pneumonia, caused by the COVID-19 virus, which may bring to death old or previously ill people.  

After China, Italy was the country with the highest number of infected and the highest mortality rate in the 
world,  even if some northern regions  of our country have been much more affected by the disease.  

Since March 16, more and more cases have been registered all over the world. 



Governments of Asia, Europe and  America have decided to introduce strict measures to contrast or to slow 
the spread of the coronavirus , such as nationwide lockdowns, no permit of gatherings, closure of schools 
and universities, bars, pubs, restaurants, sports clubs, shops in general. The only shops allowed to stay 
open are pharmacies, supermarkets, newsagencies, tobacconists, bookshops and flower shops. 

International Airlines have been stopped in order to control the borders and most means of transport have 
been reduced hoping  to decrease the rate of spreading of the pandemia. 

Scientists of the most developed countries are working  to create a vaccine to defeat the pandemic, but 
they are not sure to guarantee mass distribution before 2021. 

Doctors and nurses are working day and night  in hospitals, risking their own lives to save human lives. A lot 
of volunteers are dedicating all their time and energies to assure safety to the population. 

In all the countries of the world people have been invited to wear face masks and gloves whenever they go 
out in order to prevent any contamination. Moreover they have to respect a security distance of at least 
one metre from each other.  



One of the most popular hashtag of this time, continuously divulgated by politicians, scientists and artists, 
is: STAY AT HOME/ STAY SAFE! 

ACTIVITIES / ATTIVITÀ 

1) CHOOSE FIVE WORDS TO DESCRIBE YOUR PERSONAL FEELINGS  AND OPINIONS ABOUT
CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC / SCEGLI 5 PAROLE PER DESCRIVERE I TUOI SENTIMENTI E LE TUE
OPINIONI PERSONALI SULLA PANDEMIA DA CORONAVIRUS (2 points for each proper word / 2 punti
per ogni parola appropriata)

2) DO THE EXERCISE FILLING THE BLANKS WITH THE FOLLOWING WORDS / SVOLGI L’ESERCIZIO,
INSERENDO AL POSTO GIUSTO LE SEGUENTI PAROLE (2 points for each correct word / 2 punti per
ogni parola corretta)

- AT HOME
- CLOSE
- EYES
- HANDS
- NOSE
- SAFE
- SANITIZER
- SCHOOLS
- SECONDS
- SOAP
- SPREADING



3) CHOOSE AN IMAGE (A PICTURE OR A PHOTO) REPRESENTING THE DRAMATIC SITUATION WE ARE
LIVING / SCEGLI UN’IMMAGINE (UN DISEGNO O UNA FOTO) CHE RAPPRESENTI LA SITUAZIONE
DRAMMATICA CHE STIAMO VIVENDO (up to 8 points / sino a 8 punti)



INSTRUCTIONS  (  ISTRUZIONI) 

 

ESEGUITE L’ESERCIZIO 2) E VERIFICATE LE SOLUZIONI (DO THE EXERCISE 2) AND TEST THE 
SOLUTIONS) 

- 1) SCHOOLS  
- 2) CLOSE 
- 3) SPREADING 
- 4) AT HOME 
- 5) SAFE 
- 6) SOAP 
- 7) HANDS 
- 8) SECONDS 
- 9) SANITIZER 
- 10) EYES 
- 11) NOSE  

 

GRIGLIA DI AUTOVALUTAZIONE( EVALUATION GRID) 

Points/ Punti        Voto/ Mark 

20    6 

24    7 

32    8 

36    9 

40        10 

 


